Prince Edward Island Relocation Guide

Sunset over the Confederation Bridge, the 12.9 km span linking Prince Edward Island to
mainland Canada.

Welcome to Prince Edward Island (PEI)! This comprehensive guide will help you navigate
your move to PEl —whether you’re a Canadian coming from another province, an
international newcomer, a retiree seeking tranquility, a family looking for a safe
community, or a remote worker in search of a scenic home base. PElis Canada’s smallest
province, celebrated for its coastal beauty and welcoming small-town feel. New residents
are drawn by the non-existent rush hours, short drives to work, low crime rate, and
excellent quality of life[1]. Below, we cover all the key aspects of relocating to PEI, from
housing and jobs to healthcare and recreation, formatted for easy online reading or
printing as a handy PDF guide.

Housing and Real Estate

PEI offers a range of housing options, from historic city homes in Charlottetown to modern
subdivisions and rural farmhouses. Housing in PEl is notably affordable compared to
most of Canada. In fact, even though prices haverisen in recent years, PEI’s real estate
costs remain among the lowest in the country, contributing to one of the highest home
ownership rates nationwide[2]. Here are some key points on housing in PEI:

e Home Prices: The average home price in PEl is around $400,000, which is much
lower than the Canadian national average (around $670,000)[3]. As of mid-2025 the
average was about $410,980, up 4.9% year-over-year[4]. Even in the capital city,
Charlottetown, the average house price (~$438,000) remains relatively modest by
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national standards[5]. This relative affordability allows many residents to buy
homes, and PEl enjoys a high rate of home ownership[2].

e Rental Market: Rental housingis available but can be limited, especially in peak
seasons. Average rents are generally lower than in large Canadian cities. For
example, a typical 2-bedroom apartment in Charlottetown might rent for around
$1,200-$1,300 per month[6]. The provincial government provides resources for
finding rentals, including bulletin board listings and websites (e.g. local sites like
UsedPEl, and platforms like Renters Hotline and Facebook Marketplace)[7][8].
Tenant support information is available through resources like RentingPEl.ca[9]. To
expand housing options, PEl has introduced programs such as a Rent-to-Own pilot
for modest-income residents (enabling them to rent and later purchase homes up
to $350,000)[8] and a Down Payment Assistance Program for first-time
buyers[10].

e Real Estate Process: Most property buyers use a licensed real estate agent (you
can verify agents via the PEIl Real Estate Association)[11][12]. Offers are typically
made conditional on inspection and financing, similar to elsewhere in Canada. It’s
recommended to obtain a Coastal Hazard Assessment if buying waterfront
property —this free assessment informs you of erosion or flood risks associated
with coastal properties[13], since PEI’s shores are subject to erosion.

e Property Regulations: Unique local laws apply to land ownership in PEI. Under the
PEI Lands Protection Act, no individual may own more than 1,000 acres, and any
purchase of land over 5 acres or with over 165 feet of shoreline by a non-resident (or
any corporation purchase over 3,000 acres) requires approval from the Island
Regulatory and Appeals Commission (IRAC)[14]. This is to prevent speculative large
land holdings and protect PEI’s rural landscape. If you’re moving from out of
province and looking to buy a large farm or extensive waterfront, be aware of this
restriction. Property transfer taxes and legal closing costs in PEl are comparable to
other provinces (currently a 1% transfer tax, exempt for first-time homebuyers on
the first $200k of a purchase). Property taxes vary by municipality and area; urban
areas like Charlottetown have municipal taxes, while rural properties pay provincial
property tax —rates are generally lower than in big cities, which is another cost
advantage for PEl homeowners.

Housing outlook: The market in PEl is balanced as of 2025 — neither strongly favoring
sellers nor buyers (sales-to-new-listings around 51%[4]). New construction is ongoing
(nearly 400 new housing units were announced for development in late 2023 as part of
housing acceleration efforts[15]). Overall, newcomers will find that PEIl offers attainable
home ownership and a variety of living environments, from vibrant town neighborhoods
to peaceful countryside settings. It’s advisable to start your home search early, connect
with a local realtor, and, if renting, consider temporary accommodations in winter or off-
peak times when rental demand is lower (summer tourist season can tighten rental

supply).
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Cost of Living

One of PEI’s attractions is its comfortable cost of living. Islanders enjoy a lower cost of
living than many other provinces, though like everywhere, costs have been influenced by
recent inflation and global trends[16]. Here are some highlights regarding cost of living in
PEI:

e Housing Costs: As noted, housing is relatively affordable. Whether renting or
buying, you will likely spend less on housing in PEl than in larger Canadian cities.
This positively impacts overall cost of living, as housing is typically the biggest
expense. The trade-off is that incomes in PEl can be slightly lower than the national
average in some sectors, but the gap has been closing as the economy
grows[17][18].

e Everyday Expenses: Items like groceries, utilities, and insurance in PEl are around
or slightly below Canadian averages. Being an island, some goods may have to be
imported, but local produce (especially in summer and fall) is abundant and
affordable at farmers’ markets. Domestic electricity rates are regulated and roughly
on par with other Atlantic provinces. Heating (important in winter) often uses oil or
electric; the provincial government has home heating assistance programs and
energy efficiency rebates to help with these costs[19]. Overall, a national survey
indicated PEI’s consumer prices in 2023 rose only 2.9% (the lowest inflation rate
among provinces)[20], thanks in part to government measures like tax credits and
rebates that cushioned costincreases[19].

e Taxes: PEl has a combined HST (sales tax) of 15%, the same as other Atlantic
provinces. Income tax brackets in PEl are progressive and generally in the mid-
range for Canada. Property taxes are modest, and there are provincial tax rebates
for certain groups (e.g. first-time home buyers, seniors, low-income residents).
Unlike some provinces, PEl does not charge healthcare premiums or sales tax on
basic necessities like food and children’s clothing.

e Childcare: For families, a major cost relief is childcare. PEl has implemented the
Canada-wide plan for $10-a-day daycare by the end of 2023[19]. This dramatically
reduces child care expenses, which previously could be a significant cost. There is
a network of licensed early childhood centers across the island, making child care
both affordable and accessible — a big benefit for young families relocating here.

e Transportation: Vehicle fuel prices in PEl are usually close to national average (and
often a bit lower than in many metro areas). Short commutes and the small size of
the island mean you’ll spend less on gas —you can drive from one end of PEl to the
other in about 3 hours. There are no urban toll roads (only the Confederation Bridge
tollwhen leaving the Island). Car insurance rates are relatively low compared to
many provinces, partly due to lower traffic and accident rates. Many households
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find they can manage with one car, especially if living in town, further saving on
transportation costs.

In summary, PEI offers an affordable lifestyle. Salaries may be somewhat lower than in
big cities, but this is offset by cheaper housing, reasonable taxes, and programs that
reduce out-of-pocket expenses (from healthcare to daycare). Residents enjoy a quality life
without the hefty price tag of urban centers — a key reason so many people choose PEl for
retirement or remote work. Of course, it’s wise to budget carefully and research specific
costs for your situation, but most newcomers find their dollars stretch further on the
Gentle Island.

Employment and Business Opportunities

PEI’s economy is a blend of traditional industries and emerging sectors, offering a range
of career and business opportunities. The province may be small, but its economic growth
in recent years has been robust — PEI’s GDP growth has often outpaced the national
average, and employment hit record highs in 2023[21]. Here’s an overview of working and
doing business in PEI:

e Major Industries: Key sectors include agriculture, fishing, and tourism, which are
the traditional backbones of PElI’s economy[22]. The Island is famous for its
potatoes and seafood (think lobster, mussels, oysters), supporting thousands of
jobsin farming, food processing, and fisheries. Tourism is also huge — summer
brings a boom in hospitality jobs at hotels, restaurants, and attractions (thanks to
beaches, golf, and Anne of Green Gables lore). In addition, PEl has growing modern
industries such as bioscience, aerospace, information technology, renewable
energy, and advanced manufacturing[23]. For example, the bioscience sector
(including companies in natural health products and biotech) has expanded
significantly around Charlottetown, and aerospace companies operate in
Summerside. Government services and education (University of PEI, colleges) are
also major employers.
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A glimpse of PEI’s economy: dairy cows grazing in rurl PEI with wind turbines in the
background, reflecting the blend of traditional agriculture and growing renewable energy
initiatives on the Island.

Job Market: The employment situation is strong. PEI’s population growth and
business expansion have driven job creation to an all-time high of ~89,000 jobs in
2023[17]. The unemployment rate fell to 7.3% in 2023 - the lowest on record for
PEI[24], indicating a healthy job market (7.3% is relatively low for Atlantic Canada).
Sectors with particularly rewarding opportunities include healthcare (there’s
demand for nurses, doctors, and technicians), construction trades (to support the
building boom), education, and the IT sector (with a small but active tech
community). Seasonal employment is a factor —tourism and agriculture jobs peak
in summer — but the provincial government has programs to help workers find off-
season employment as well.

Salaries and Income: Wages in PEl have been rising. Total labor income jumped
8.3% in arecent year[17]. While absolute salaries might be lower than in big cities,
the gap is narrowing, and when adjusted for cost of living, PEIl offers a comfortable
standard of living. The minimum wage as of 2025 is around $15/hour (PEI regularly
reviews and raises it). Many professionals find that the work-life balance in PEI,
combined with lower expenses, can compensate for any pay differential. And with
remote work more common, some newcomers continue working for employers in
other provinces or countries while enjoying PEI’s lifestyle.

Remote Work & Connectivity: PEl is keen to attract remote workers and digital
professionals. The province has been investing in high-speed internet
infrastructure to reach even rural areas (aiming for 100% coverage by 2025)[25].
This means you can reliably work from a farmhouse or a beach cottage as well as
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from an urban office. Co-working spaces exist in Charlottetown and Summerside,
and networking groups for tech and creative industries are active. The slow pace
and scenic environment make PEl a refreshing home base for remote work, and the
community is very welcoming to “come from away” professionals who bring their
jobs with them.

Business and Entrepreneurship: Starting a business in PEl comes with some
advantages: lower overhead costs, supportive community networks, and
government incentives. Innovation PEIl and local agencies offer mentorship, grants
or loans for new businesses (especially in strategic sectors). There’s a growing
ecosystem for entrepreneurs, including incubators and the “PEl Connectors”
program which specifically helps immigrant entrepreneurs and job seekers
connect with local business leaders[26]. If you’re looking to invest or start a
business, key opportunities align with the province’s strengths: agri-food (e.g.
specialty food products, brewing, farming innovations), tourism ventures, clean
tech (wind energy, bioresources), and export-oriented manufacturing. The business
community is supportive — being a small place, networking is relatively easy and
government officials are accessible. Additionally, commercial real estate or
industrial land is affordable, and corporate tax rates for small businesses are
competitive.

Employment Resources: Newcomers can tap into several resources. WorkPEl is a
provincial job bank and matching service listing local job openings[27]. SkillsPEI
programs can help with training or wage subsidies. The PEI Provincial Nominee
Program (PNP)[28] provides immigration pathways tied to job offers or business
investment, which has helped many newcomers settle with employment in hand.
For those seeking government jobs, the Province posts opportunities on its
website[29]. Networking is crucial in PEI’s close-knit job market — attending
community events, joining local professional associations, or simply getting to
know your neighbors can often lead to job leads.

Bottom line: Despite its size, PEl offers diverse employment and a pro-business
environment. The economy’s mix of old and new sectors means there are roles for
farmers, fishers, nurses, teachers, developers, scientists, artists, and more. The Island’s
economic growth and population boom are creating new opportunities every year[30].
Whether you’re transferring within a company, job-hunting anew, or planning to start a
small business, you’ll find that PEI’s strong community spirit and government support
make it a place where you can advance your career and enjoy a relaxed quality of life.

Education (Schools, Post-Secondary, Childcare)

If you’re moving with children or pursuing studies yourself, PEI’s education system has you
covered from early childhood through post-secondary. The Island is known for its quality
education, safe schools, and personal touch — smaller class sizes and close-knit school
communities. Here’s what to expect:
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Early Childhood & Childcare: PEIl offers quality early learning and child care
options in communities across the province[31]. There are licensed child care
centres, preschool programs, and family resource centers that provide a safe,
nurturing environment for young children. As mentioned, daycare costs are being
reduced to $10/day, making childcare very affordable[19]. The provincial
government is committed to supporting children and families in the early years,
including programs for early childhood development and subsidies for families in
need[32]. Many centers have trained Early Childhood Educators and follow
curriculum guidelines to ensure kids are learning through play. It’s advisable to
inquire early for daycare spots, especially in urban areas, as demand can be high.

K-12 School System: Prince Edward Island has a public school system from
Kindergarten to Grade 12 that is free to residents and known for its high quality. A
complete public school program is offered in both English and French[33]. English
schools are run by the Public Schools Branch, and there’s a French-language
school board (La Commission scolaire de langue francaise) for French-first-
language instruction. In total, PEl operates 62 public schools across the
province[34]. Notably, 30 schools offer French Immersion programs within the
English system[35] — meaning if you want your child to become bilingual, you can
enroll them in French Immersion starting as early as Grade 1 (or later entry points).
Schools in PEl tend to be community-centric; teachers and parents often know
each other, and children benefit from a safe, caring atmosphere. Academic results
are solid, and there are supports for newcomers such as English as an Additional
Language (EAL) teachers for students who need language help. You have the choice
of urban schools in Charlottetown/Summerside or smaller schools in rural areas —
each offering a slightly different experience but following the provincial curriculum.
Registering your child is straightforward: you can register online or at your local
school board office[36], and the government’s New Residents page provides
guidance on required documents (usually proof of address, immunization records,
etc.).

Curriculum and Extracurriculars: PEI’s schools follow a curriculum that meets all
standard Canadian learning outcomes, with a strong focus on literacy, math,
science, and the arts. There is also an emphasis on community and social
development — expect your kids to learn about PEI’s history and culture, sometimes
even taking field trips to local farms, historical sites, or environmental projects.
Schools offer extracurricular activities such as sports (soccer, hockey, basketball
are popular), music programs, theater/drama clubs, and more. High schools often
have programs in skilled trades and co-op placements, taking advantage of the
community connections on the Island.

Post-Secondary Education: Despite its small size, PEl boasts four public post-
secondary institutions[37]:
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e University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) — located in Charlottetown, UPEl is a
growing campus offering a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs. It’s
especially known for its Atlantic Veterinary College (AVC), which is world-
renowned and attracts students from across Canada and beyond[38]. UPEIl also
has faculties of arts, science, business, nursing, engineering, education, etc.

e Holland College —a comprehensive community college with its main campus in
Charlottetown and satellite campuses across PEIl. Holland College offers diploma
and certificate programs in fields like culinary arts, policing, marine training, IT,
health sciences, and trades. It’s a key institution for skills training and has strong
links to local industry.

e College de Uile - a French-language community college (with campuses in the
Evangeline region and Charlottetown) serving those who want instruction in French.
It offers programs in areas like administration, early childhood, health care, and
also French language training for newcomers.

e Maritime Christian College — a small faith-based college in Charlottetown offering
degrees in theology and ministry.

e In addition, there are private training schools and career colleges, and UPEI
frequently hosts extension courses or professional education workshops open to
the public.

For a province of ~180,000 people, these institutions provide ample opportunities. Many
Island students stay in PEl for university/college, and international students are coming in
greater numbers (which adds to the province’s diversity). If you or a family member plan to
study in PEI, you’llfind a welcoming environment and smaller class sizes meaning more
interaction with instructors. Post-secondary tuition in PEl is moderate (UPEI’s tuition is
generally lower than big Canadian universities, and there are scholarships available). As a
bonus, international graduates may be eligible for immigration programs to stay and work
in PEI[39], which is part of the province’s strategy to retain talent.

e Child and Family Support: Beyond formal education, PEl has strong family support
networks. There are family resource centres offering parenting programs and
playgroups, public libraries with children’s programming (story times, etc.), and
community sports leagues and arts programs for youth. High school students have
access to guidance counselors and career planning resources, and the province
encourages youth to pursue careers on the Island through initiatives like SkillsPEI
and apprenticeship programs.

In summary, education is a pillar of life in PEI, and hewcomers will find the system easy
to integrate into. Schools are welcoming and safe, and there’s active support for
newcomer children to adjust (for instance, some schools pair new students with local
“buddies” and there are EAL services). Whether you’re enrolling a toddler in daycare, a
teen in high school, or yourself in a university program, PEI offers quality education with a
personal touch — all set against the beautiful backdrop of the Island, which makes learning
here a unique experience.
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Healthcare Services and Access

PEI provides universal public healthcare to its residents, as part of the Canadian
healthcare system. Moving to PEl means you’ll be covered for medically necessary
services through the provincial plan (Health PEI), and there are hospitals, clinics, and
programs to take care of your health needs. Here’s what newcomers should know:

Health Card Registration: Upon becoming a resident, you should apply for a PEI
Health Card to access free healthcare services[40]. You can apply as soon as you
arrive in PEI (applications can be done online, by mail, or in person at Access PEI
centers)[41][42]. Eligibility requires that you are legally in Canada and living in PEI
at least 6 months plus a day per year[43]. Notably, if you move from another
Canadian province, your previous province covers your health for the first 3 months,
and PEIl coverage begins on the first day of the third month after your arrival[44].
Example: arrive July 4, coverage starts October 1[45]. (This standard waiting period
is important to know — keep your old health card active until PEl coverage kicks in.) If
you’re a new Permanent Resident coming from outside Canada, PEI will
generally grant you coverage from day one of your residency, given you show your
PR documents[46]. Likewise, Canadian citizens returning from abroad get first-day
coverage with proof of citizenship[47]. International students and temporary
workers receive temporary PEl health cards for the duration of studies/work[48][49].
Once you apply, you can often get same-day approval if you visit an Access PEl in
person with the right documents (for Canadians moving interprovincially or
PRs)[50]. Otherwise processing can take a few weeks, so don’t delay the
application.

Covered Services: With your PElI Health Card, medically necessary hospital and
physician services are free[51]. This means doctor visits, ER visits, surgeries,
diagnostic tests, maternity care, etc., are covered by the government. You do not
pay any premiums or bills for these basic services (just show your health card). Like
other provinces, things like prescription medications (outside hospital), dental care,
vision care, and physiotherapy are not covered by basic medicare — you may want
private insurance or workplace benefits to cover those. PElI does have programs to
assist certain groups (e.g., seniors and low-income families may get pharmacare
coverage for medications).

Healthcare Facilities: PEl has seven hospitals across the province[52]. The two
main hospitals are the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) in Charlottetown and the
Prince County Hospital (PCH) in Summerside[53]. These are full-service hospitals
with 24/7 Emergency Departments, inpatient beds, surgical suites, and specialist
services (QEH, being larger, handles more complex cases and has ICU, dialysis,
some cancer treatment, etc., while PCH provides a broad range of acute care as
well). Additionally, there are four community hospitals (in smaller centers: Souris,
Montague, O’Leary, Alberton) which offer emergency care (some have 24/7 ER,
some limited hours) and various acute or long-term care services[54]. There is also
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Hillsborough Hospital in Charlottetown, an inpatient psychiatric facility for
mental health care[55]. Together, these facilities ensure that no part of PEl is far
from medical help. For very specialized treatments not available on the Island
(certain advanced surgeries or treatments), patients are often referred to larger
centers in Halifax or Moncton - the cost of those services is still covered, though
travel might be required.

Finding a Doctor: One challenge in PEIl (as in many provinces) is the shortage of
family doctors. There is a Provincial Patient Registry (patient waitlist) for those
seeking a family doctor or nurse practitioner[56]. Many newcomers will need to join
this registry upon arrival, as you might not immediately get a family physician. The
wait can be a few months or more, depending on availability. In the meantime,
walk-in clinics and virtual care are used to fill primary care needs. Health PEIl has
partnered to offer a virtual health care service (Maple) free for people on the
registry —you can book online appointments for minor issues[57]. Also, pharmacists
in PEl can renew prescriptions and treat minor ailments in some cases. The
province is actively recruiting healthcare professionals (including through
immigration programs), so the situation is gradually improving[30]. If you work in
healthcare, opportunities are plentiful (the “Health Careers” initiative is
ongoing[28]).

Emergency and After-Hours Care: For emergencies, call 9-1-1 or go to the nearest
Emergency Department (QEH, PCH, or the community hospital ERs). You will get
treated regardless of having a health card or not (but make sure to apply for your
card to avoid any billing later). PEl also has a 24/7 Telehealth line (8-1-1) where you
can speak to a registered nurse for advice on non-emergency medical
questions[58]. This is great for middle-of-night fevers or questions about whether to
see a doctor. Mental health emergencies can be directed to a crisis line or the ER.
For less urgentissues when you don’t have a family doc, the walk-in clinics in
Charlottetown and Summerside have posted hours, and there is also an after-hours
clinic for children in Charlottetown.

Specialized Services: Despite its size, PEl offers many specialized health services:
for example, the Island has cancer treatment centers, dialysis units, mental health
and addictions services (including youth programs and walk-in counseling clinics),
and public health programs for immunizations and maternal care. Interpretation
services are available for patients who don’t speak English — Health PEI provides
interpreters for newcomer, immigrant, and Francophone patients to help during
medical visits[59]. This is important for anyone who might be concerned about
language barriers in healthcare. The province also has programs for seniors (home
care, long-term care homes, etc.) and for persons with disabilities.

Healthcare for Children: The PEl healthcare system covers all the basics for kids:
well-baby checkups, immunizations (public health nurses often run clinics),
school-based dental prevention programs, etc. One noteworthy initiative is that
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children and youth in PEl have had access to free generic prescription
medications in recent years under the Children’s Drug Program, easing the cost
burden on families. There are also initiatives like KidsPEl recreation credits and
wellness programs recognizing the importance of active living for health.

e COVID-19 and Public Health: PEl handled the COVID-19 pandemic with strict
measures and currently continues to promote vaccinations and preparedness for
infectious diseases. Hospitals may still have mask requirements in certain
areas[60]. The small size of PEl means public health efforts (like flu shot campaigns
or school health programs) can achieve high reach. Newcomers should connect
with Public Health to ensure they and their family are up to date on vaccines and
aware of local health advisories (like seasonal tick or mosquito warnings, etc.).

Overall, PEP’s healthcare system is robust and accessible, with the province investing to
improve access in rural areas and recruiting more providers. As a new resident, obtaining
your Health Card is step one. While you may need some patience to get a family doctor,
know that interim services (clinics, virtual care) are in place. Islanders take pride in taking
care of their community — you’ll find healthcare workers are friendly and dedicated. Many
newcomers comment on the personal touch in PEl healthcare, where providers often take
the time to chat and make sure you feel at home.

(Tip: Upon moving, transfer any medical records and prescriptions. If you have private
health insurance from an employer for things like dental/drugs, you can continue that
seamlessly. Also, if you have special medical needs, it’s wise to call Health PEl in advance
for guidance on local services.)

Transportation and Connectivity

Getting around — and getting to — Prince Edward Island is straightforward, and the Island is
continually improving its connectivity both in terms of transport infrastructure and digital
networks. Here’s what you need to know about transportation and connectivity in PEI:

e Arriving in PEI (Bridge & Ferry): The most famous route to PEl is via the
Confederation Bridge, an engineering marvel that links PEI to New Brunswick. This
12.9 km bridge is open year-round and takes about 10 minutes to cross by car.
There is no toll to enter PEI; a toll (currently ~$50-60 per car) is paid only when
leaving the Island via the bridge. The bridge operates 24/7 except in extreme
weather (high winds can cause brief closures, though that’s relatively rare). Another
option, especially in summer, is the Caribou-Wood Islands Ferry which connects
eastern PEI (Wood Islands) to Caribou, Nova Scotia. The ferry operates from
approximately May to Dec, and takes 75 minutes — a scenic alternative if you are
coming from or going to Nova Scotia. Many newcomers love the ferry experience
(you can take your vehicle on it, and enjoy a relaxing sail). Like the bridge, you pay
for the ferry one-way leaving PEI. Both bridge and ferry are well-integrated into the
Trans-Canada Highway network that runs across PEI.
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Air Travel: Charlottetown Airport (YYG) is PEI’s main airport, located just 10
minutes outside Charlottetown. It’s a convenient, small airport with direct flights to
major cities such as Toronto, Montreal, and Ottawa year-round, and additional
seasonal flights (for example, to Calgary or New York and sometimes to sun
destinations in winter). Flight frequency ramps up in summer due to tourism
demand. While PEl doesn’t have the flight options of a big city, connections through
Montreal or Toronto can get you anywhere globally in fairly short order. The airport
has car rentals, taxis, and ride-sharing available. The next nearest major airportis
Moncton, NB, about 2 hours drive after crossing the bridge. Some Islanders do
occasionally drive to Halifax (3.5 hours) or Moncton for more flight options, but for
most travel needs Charlottetown’s airport suffices.

Public Transit: In recent years, PEl has expanded public transportation.
Charlottetown, Stratford, Cornwall, and Summerside are served by T3 Transit, a
bus system that offers several routes in and around these communities. Buses are
modest in frequency but can get you to major points (downtowns, malls, UPEI, etc.).
Impressively, PEl has also introduced a rural transit service (Transit PEI) with
routes connecting various smaller communities to urban centers[19]. This means
even if you live in a rural area, there might be a commuter bus or shuttle a few times
a day you can use. Fares are affordable (and in 2022-2023 the government even
made public transit free for a period as a pilot program). While most Islanders still
rely on cars, these transit options are great for those who prefer not to drive or for
students and seniors. Check out Transit PElI schedules[61] for current routes —for
example, there are routes linking Summerside to Charlottetown, and connecting
eastern and western island areas to the main cities.

Driving: Car travel is the primary mode of transport for most residents. The good
news is that driving in PEl is a breeze compared to congested cities. Commutes are
short —you can cross Charlottetown in 10-15 minutes and even “long” commutes
(say, from Summerside to Charlottetown) are about an hour. Traffic jams are
basically non-existent (hence the saying “non-existent rush hour” on the Island)[1].
Newcomers will find Island drivers generally polite, and slower speed limits (90
km/h on rural highways, 50 km/h in towns) contribute to a relaxed pace. If you are
bringing a car from out of province, note that you should register your vehicle in
PEI within 30 days of becoming a resident[62][63]. That involves getting a PEI
license plate and a one-time vehicle inspection (MVI). Also, you’ll need to get a PEI
driver’s license within 3 months of moving (in practice, doing it within 30 days is
wise). Exchanging a Canadian license is straightforward at any Access PEI office -
bring your current license and proof of PEl address; no test is required for regular
licenses. If you have an international license, PEl has reciprocal exchange
agreements with many countries (e.g., UK, France, Germany, Australia, etc.),
meaning you might not have to re-test[64]. If your country isn’t on the reciprocal list,
you’ll need to take a written test and road test to get a local license[65]. The
Immigrant & Refugee Services Association (IRSA) offers a Novice Driver Course for
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Newcomers to help folks get acquainted with Canadian driving rules[66].
Important: winter driving in PEl can be challenging due to snow — winter tires are
strongly recommended (and legally required on cars registered in PEI during winter
months). The province provides snow clearing, and road condition updates are
available via 511[67]. Many newcomers quickly adapt and even enjoy winter driving
when prepared.

Active Transportation: PEl is very friendly to cyclists and walkers in many areas.
The Confederation Trail is a gem —a 470 km multi-use trail (former railway) that
spans the Island tip-to-tip. It’s used for cycling, walking, and in winter for
snowmobiling. Many communities have added bike lanes or coastal boardwalks
(e.g., Victoria Park in Charlottetown, and waterfront boardwalks in Summerside).
While you wouldn’t rely on cycling as your primary commute in winter, from spring
to fallit’s very feasible to bike for errands or leisure. Charlottetown also has a public
bike share program in summer. For those who enjoy a car-free lifestyle,
Charlottetown is the most walkable city — you can live downtown and walk to shops,
parks, and restaurants easily. Summerside and smaller towns are also quite
walkable within their cores.

Connectivity (Internet & Mobile): Recognizing the importance of digital
connectivity (especially for remote workers and businesses), PEl has made major
investments in broadband. As of 2024, 95% of civic addresses have access to
high-speed Internet (50 Mbps download/10 Mbps upload), and the goal is 100%
coverage by 2025[25]. This has been achieved through a combination of fiber-optic
rollout and wireless broadband in rural areas, often in partnership with providers
like Bell and Xplornet[68]. If you move to a very remote address and find internet
lacking, the PEI Broadband Fund offers grants to help get service extended[69] -
but such cases are becoming rare as coverage nears completion. Many rural
communities now have fiber to the home or reliable fixed wireless internet.
Additionally, satellite options (such as Starlink) are available and even listed by the
province as service providers[70]. Cell phone coverage is generally good across
the Island with all major Canadian carriers (Bell, Rogers, Telus) present; however,
there can be a few dead spots in very remote corners or during peak summer when
networks are busy with tourists. Ongoing upgrades (like 5G rollout in urban areas)
are improving this. Allin all, PEl is well-connected — you can video conference from
a farmhouse or stream Netflix on the beach. This connectivity, combined with PEI’s
lifestyle, makes the Island very appealing for those who work from home.

Local Transportation Laws: PEI’s traffic laws are similar to elsewhere in Canada:
drive on the right, seatbelts mandatory, no handheld phone use while driving, etc.
One unique law is that cyclists of all ages must wear helmets by law (PEl was one
of the first provinces with an all-ages bike helmet law). If you’re bringing a car,
ensure it passes the provincial safety inspection and carry valid insurance
(insurance is mandatory; rates are reasonable). PEl has relatively strict impaired
driving laws and also requires winter tires in winter. The low speed limits and lack of
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multilane freeways (there is no 400-series highway here!) mean driving is low-
stress. Just be mindful of agricultural equipment on rural roads and of wildlife (deer)
when driving at dusk.

In summary, getting to and around PEl is convenient and continually improving. Many
newcomers appreciate the ease of movement — no gridlock traffic and everything on the
Island feels “close.” At the same time, national and international connectivity is
maintained via the bridge, ferries, and airport. And critically in the modern age, PEI’s
investment in high-speed internet ensures you’re connected to the world even from a quiet
cottage by the sea.

Lifestyle and Recreation

One of PEI’s greatest charms is its exceptional quality of life. The province offers a
relaxed, friendly atmosphere with plenty to do despite its small size. From cultural events
in town to outdoor adventures in stunning landscapes, there’s something for everyone —
and newcomers often find it easy to get involved and feel at home. Let’s explore lifestyle
and recreation in PEl:

e Scenic Beauty & Outdoor Fun: PEl is often called the “Garden of the Gulf” - it’s a
place of beautiful rolling hills, patchwork farms, sand dunes, and vivid red
cliffs[71]. The Island’s manageable size means you are never more than 15
minutes from the beach at any given point[72]! There are over 1,100 km of
coastline dotted with beaches, coves, and lighthouses. In the summer, beach-
goingis almost a way of life: whether it’s the popular Cavendish Beach in the Prince
Edward Island National Park, the singing sands of Basin Head, or countless
secluded bays, you have endless options for swimming, sunbathing, beach
combing and water sports. The ocean waters around PEI are the warmest north of
the Carolinas in summer[73], reaching comfortable temperatures by July —a
pleasant surprise for many newcomers. Outdoor recreation is a year-round
opportunity: in spring and fall, hiking and cycling are popular (the Confederation
Trail that spans the island is perfect for cycling trips or leisurely walks). Many trails
and boardwalks showcase stunning fall foliage in October[74]. Winter brings its own
fun — cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, ice skating on community rinks (or some
bays when frozen), and snowmobiling on marked trails. The Island occasionally gets
a lot of snow (about 290 cm snowfall annually on average)[75], but that just means
more opportunity for winter activities; when a big storm hits, Islanders often declare
a “snow day” for some impromptu winter fun![76]. PEl also boasts excellent golf
courses (over 25 of them) — it’s a golfer’s paradise in summer/fall with courses
ranging from beginners’ to world-class championship links. From kayaking coastal
waters, deep-sea fishing excursions, clam digging at low tide, to simply enjoying a
pichic at a provincial park, the outdoor lifestyle is second to none. Nature is
always at your doorstep, and many newcomers find this access to clean air and
nature rejuvenating.
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Arts, Culture & Events: Despite PEI’s small population, it punches above its weight
in cultural offerings. Charlottetown, the capital, is known as the “Birthplace of
Confederation” (Canada’s founding meetings were held here in 1864) and the city
takes pride in its heritage. The Confederation Centre of the Arts in Charlottetown
is a cultural hub - it hosts art exhibitions and is home to the long-running
Charlottetown Festival, which stages musicals and plays every summer. The most
famous show is the Anne of Green Gables — The Musical, a beloved adaptation of
L.M. Montgomery’s novel that draws audiences annually. You’ll also find live music
(PEl has a lively local music scene, from Celtic fiddling to indie bands), community
theater, galleries featuring local artisans, and literary events (PEl has a strong
literary tradition as well). Throughout the year, community events and festivals
abound: Farmers’ Markets (Charlottetown’s Farmers’ Market is a Saturday morning
institution year-round, and many towns have seasonal markets), church suppers
serving lobster or scallops, and festivals celebrating everything from blueberries to
oysters. Summerside hosts the Celtic College and Festival, celebrating the
Island’s Scottish and Irish roots. The fall brings agricultural fairs and the
International Shellfish Festival in Charlottetown — a culinary event showcasing
seafood. For a small place, PEIl has a surprisingly cosmopolitan mix of events, partly
due to tourism bringing in performers and partly due to the diverse community.
There’s even an annual DiverseCity Multicultural Festival (hosted in multiple
towns) where newcomers showcase their cultures through food, music, and dance
— a testament to PEI’s growing diversity. If you enjoy nightlife, Charlottetown’s
historic Victoria Row and waterfront area have pubs and live music venues with a
cozy, laid-back vibe rather than big-city nightclubs.

Community and Family Life: Life in PEl is very community-oriented. Islanders are
known to be friendly and neighbors genuinely look out for one another. Don’t be
surprised if strangers say hello or if your local barista strikes up a conversation -
that’s just the welcoming Island way. New residents often remark how quickly they
get to know people. There are countless ways to get involved: volunteer fire
departments in rural areas, Lions and Rotary Clubs, church groups, sports leagues
(rec league hockey or softball if you’re inclined, or kids’ soccer and hockey leagues
are big), and hobby clubs (from photography to bird watching). Safety and low
crime are big positives — kids can play freely in many neighborhoods, and the sense
of trust in the community is high. Summerside and Charlottetown have that “small
city” feel where you bump into people you know at the grocery store. For families,
PEl is an excellent place to raise children: good schools (as discussed), plenty of
outdoor space, and community centers offering activities like swimming lessons,
skating, libraries with children’s programs, etc. Each summer, communities host
“Old Home Week” events or festivals where families gather for parades, carnival
rides, and agricultural exhibitions — the biggest being Old Home Week in
Charlottetown which coincides with the Provincial Exhibition and Gold Cup &
Saucer Parade, a huge parade that’s the crowning event of summer. Whether you



settle in a village or a city neighborhood, you’ll find a warm community ready to
include you.

Culinary & Dining: Food is a delightful part of PEI lifestyle. The Island’s cuisine
scene is famed for seafood and farm-to-table freshness. You can enjoy world-
class lobster suppers (often at community halls or churches — an all-you-can-eat
tradition of fresh-boiled lobster, mussels, chowder and pies), indulge in Malpeque
oysters (PElI’s own delicacy, harvested daily), and savour farm-fresh produce like
new potatoes, berries, and corn in season. Charlottetown and Summerside offera
variety of restaurants — from fine dining to casual pubs — many emphasizing local
ingredients. In fact, PEI’s reputation as Canada’s Food Island means there are food
festivals and foodie trails (like the Chowder Trail, Oyster Trail, etc.) to enjoy.
Newcomers from diverse cultures have also opened restaurants, so one can find
cuisine ranging from Indian and Chinese to Lebanese and Mexican in town. But
nothing beats a summer evening eating Cows ice cream (a PEI-made gourmetice
cream) while watching the sunset over the water.

Recreation Facilities: The province has invested in recreational infrastructure.
There are modern sports facilities like the Bell Aliant Centre in Charlottetown (with
pools, rinks, fitness facilities) and Credit Union Place in Summerside (arena, pool,
bowling, gym). Most mid-sized communities have public pools, ice rinks, and
fitness centres. Additionally, provincial and national parks offer camping and
interpretive programs — you can camp by the dunes at PEI National Park or at many
provincial campgrounds. There’s also a vibrant local fishing and boating culture -
many Islanders have small boats or kayaks. You can join a sailing club
(Charlottetown Yacht Club, for example) or simply enjoy kayaking tours. If you’re a
golfer, you likely already know PEl is a golf haven with some of Canada’s top-rated
courses set in gorgeous landscapes. If you’re not, you might be tempted to take it
up here! Winter doesn’t stop recreation: beyond sports, many communities host
winter carnivals, and the stunning ice formations along the coast are a
photographer’s dream.

Environmental Quality: PEl offers clean air, low pollution, and an abundance of
nature. The government and communities are environmentally conscious -
recycling and composting are mandatory (PEl was one of the first provinces with a
comprehensive compost program), single-use plastic bags are banned (bring your
reusables when shopping), and there’s a push towards renewable energy (wind
farms contribute a significant chunk of PEI’s electricity). If you love stargazing,
outside the city the night sky is very clear. And if you’re wondering about weather,
yes, PEl has distinct seasons and you’ll need both a swimsuit and a snow shovel.
Summers are warm but rarely too hot (usually 20-30°C, tempered by sea
breezes)[77]. Winters are cold (average -7°C in Jan, but wind chill can make it feel -
20°C on some days)[76], yet winter also means picturesque snowy landscapes and
cozy nights by the fireplace. Many newcomers come to love the four-season cycle
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here, especially the glorious spring blooms and the breathtaking autumn foliage
across the countryside[74].

In essence, PEI offers a laid-back, healthy, and culturally rich lifestyle. You can spend a
Saturday morning at a farmers’ market, afternoon at the beach, and evening at a ceilidh (a
traditional music/dance social) or enjoying a backyard barbecue with neighbors. Life’s
rhythms are a bit slower and more connected to nature and community than in big cities.
It’s this balance of peace and vibrancy — knowing you can find solitude on a quiet shore or
join a lively community event —that makes so many newcomers quickly fall in love with life
in Prince Edward Island.

Integration Support and Newcomer Services

Moving to a new place is a big step, but rest assured that PEl has humerous supports in
place for newcomers. In recent years, the Island has actively welcomed people from all
over the world and from across Canada, and it shows in the range of services and
programs to help new Islanders integrate smoothly. Whether you need help with
immigration, finding a job, improving language skills, or simply making community
connections, there are resources for you:

e Newcomer Organizations: The primary settlement agency in PEl is the Immigrant
& Refugee Services Association of PEI (IRSA PEI) - formerly known as the PEI
Association for Newcomers to Canada. IRSA offers a comprehensive suite of
services, including airport welcome, orientation sessions about life in PEI, help with
paperwork (such as health cards, driver’s license, etc.), and
translation/interpretation services when needed (for example, they assist with
translating driver’s licenses and provide multilingual information for new
drivers)[78]. They also organize language classes (IRSA can connect you to free
English or French classes for newcomers) and employment support (resume
building, job search workshops). Perhaps just as importantly, they host community
events - like potlucks, cultural celebrations, and networking meet-and-greets —
which are fantastic for meeting fellow newcomers and locals. Newcomers from
larger centers are often happily surprised by how personal and hands-on the
supportis in PEIl; the community is smaller, so services can really tailor to
individuals.

e Integration Programs: For those looking to build professional networks or start a
business, PEI Connectors is a standout program. PElI Connectors links immigrant
entrepreneurs and skilled workers with local business and community
leaders[26]. Through one-on-one matching and networking events, it helps
newcomers gain insights into the local market, meet potential mentors or even
investors, and understand the business landscape. If you’re an internationally
trained professional, there are also bridging programs and contacts provided by the
government’s workforce integration offices (for example, healthcare professionals
have had special bridging courses via partnerships with institutions[79]). Local
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industry associations (like tech sector groups, the Chamber of Commerce, etc.)
are very open to newcomer participation —joining these can rapidly expand your
contacts.

Community Inclusion: PEI’s communities and municipalities have taken steps to
be inclusive. Charlottetown and Summerside both have newcomer welcome
programs (often including a welcome package, free transit passes for a month,
library tours, etc.). Libraries in PEl have multilingual collections and often run
English Conversation Circles where newcomers can practice English in a friendly
setting[80][81]. Schools have cultural inclusion coordinators to help newcomer
children adjust. There’s also the PEI Multicultural Council which works with
different cultural groups to host events and advise on newcomer issues. For
instance, you’ll find celebrations of Chinese New Year, Diwali, Eid, and other
cultural holidays growing on the Island - often supported by both newcomer groups
and local governments. This makes it easier to maintain your cultural traditions
while also sharing them with the broader community.

Immigration Pathways and Settlement: If you haven’t yet sorted out your
permanent residency and are coming as an immigrant, PEI’s Office of Immigration
runs the Provincial Nominee Program (PNP) which has streams for skilled
workers, international graduates, and entrepreneurs[28]. Many hewcomers arrive
through these streams and the office provides guidance and sometimes additional
supports (like entrepreneurial mentorship for those starting businesses under the
program). The federal Atlantic Immigration Program (AIP) is another pathway
used in PEI, connecting employers with international hires. The good news is,
because PEl is smaller, the immigration office and settlement agencies often know
each other and coordinate — so once you land, you’re not just a number. Don’t
hesitate to reach out to these services early; they can help with everything from
finding interim housing to signing up kids for school.

Language Support: While English is the dominant language in PEIl, Canada’s official
languages are English and French, and PEI has a significant Francophone
community. Newcomers can access language training in either language. IRSA PEI
and College de Ulle offer ESL (English as a Second Language) classes at various
levels, often free for permanent residents and certain work permit holders. For
French, Collége de Ulle offers FSL (French as Second Language) training, which
can be useful if you plan to work in a bilingual environment (for example, the federal
government offices or to integrate in Acadian regions of PEI). Even many
anglophone residents take an interest in learning French, given the bilingual nature
of Canada and local opportunities. Conversely, if English isn’t your first language,
rest assured that from healthcare to banking, services willaccommodate you —
many documents are available in multiple languages, and interpretation (as noted
in healthcare) is offered where critical[59].
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e Origin of Newcomers: PEI’s newcomer population is diverse and growing.
Interestingly, many Canadians from other provinces are relocating to PEI,
especially from Ontario, Quebec, and neighboring New Brunswick[82]. Ontario has
been the largest source of inter-provincial migrants to PEI, as people are attracted
by the Island’s affordability and slower pace[83]. Internationally, PEl has seen a
surge of newcomers from countries like China, India, the Philippines, Syria,
Vietnam, Nigeria, UK and more —the immigrant population has grown so rapidly that
PEl had the second highest immigration rate per capita in Canada in early 2025
(after Yukon)[84]. This influx means you won’t be the only newcomer in town -
there are emerging cultural communities. Charlottetown now boasts several
immigrant-run businesses (Asian grocery stores, international cuisine restaurants,
etc.) reflecting this diversity. The retention of newcomers is a focus for PEl — while
historically some immigrants left for larger cities, retention rates have improved
with these supportive measures and job opportunities[85]. The fact that PEl’s
population is actually getting younger and larger is largely thanks to newcomers
integrating into the social and economic fabric[30].

e Mentorship & Friendship: A lovely aspect of PEl is that locals often volunteer to
help newcomers. Through programs like “Host Families” or the Connector program,
you might find an Islander family inviting you over for dinner, or a local professional
offering to introduce you around. These informal supports can be just as important
as formal services. Don’t hesitate to attend newcomer mixers, join Facebook
groups (there are active groups like “Newcomers to PEI” or specific language
community groups) —Islanders are very responsive online too, and you can ask any
question and get helpful answers.

e Newcomer Success Stories: It might encourage you to know that many
newcomers have thrived in PEl - from entrepreneurs who have started successful
companies (with support from initiatives like Startup Zone and PEI Connectors) to
families who now call the Island home and are deeply involved in their
communities. The provincial government often highlights “PElI Success” stories on
their website[86] to showcase how hewcomers have built careers and communities
here, which shows the welcoming attitude.

In summary, PEl aims to make your transition as smooth as possible. Use the available
resources —they can help with critical things like finding housing, enrolling in healthcare,
and securing a job, but also with the softer landing of finding friends and a sense of
belonging. The Island’s small size means agencies collaborate and can provide
personalized support. Whether you’re from Toronto or Tokyo, you’ll find that PEl is eager to
have you and will help you become not just a resident, but a true Islander over time.
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Local Laws, Climate, and Geography

Finally, let’s touch on a grab-bag of important things to know about PEI’s local regulations,
its climate (so you can pack accordingly!), and the geography that makes this place so
unique.

Geography 101: Prince Edward Island is an island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence on
Canada’s east coast. It’s the smallest Canadian province in both area and
population. Theisland’s land area is about 5,620 km? (roughly 2,170 sq. miles)[87],
making it easy to explore yet large enough to have diverse regions. PEl is about 224
km long from tip to tip, and ranges from only 6 km wide at narrow points to 64 km at
its widest[87]. The shape is often compared to a crooked crescent or a patch of land
cradled by the sea. With over 1,100 km of shoreline, you’re never far from the
ocean —indeed, as the saying goes, you’re never more than a 15-minute drive
from a beach on PEI[72]. The terrain features gentle rolling hills, fertile red-soil
farms, forests, and countless bays and inlets[71]. The striking red color of the soil
(due toiron oxide) is an iconic sight, as are the red sandstone cliffs along parts of
the coast[71]. PEl has three counties: Kings (east), Queens (central, includes
Charlottetown), and Prince (west). Charlottetown is the capital and largest city
(about 38,000 people[88]), located centrally on the south shore. Summerside
(~16,000 people) is the second city, in Prince County[88]. Much of the rest of PEl is
made up of small towns and villages, each with its own charm (like Victoria-by-the-
Sea, a quaint fishing village turned artisan hub; or North Rustico, a lovely Acadian
fishing town). The highest point on PEl is only 142 m (466 ft) above sea level[89], so
we don’t have mountains — but we do have the dunes: extensive sand dune systems
on the north shore that are protected in national and provincial parks. These
geography facts mean PEl is easy to travel (no long drives through mountains or
dense urban sprawl) and offers an accessible outdoors for all ages.

Climate: PEl enjoys a moderate maritime climate. The surrounding Gulf of St.
Lawrence waters warm up over the summer and act as a buffer in winter (though
not enough to eliminate winter!). Here’s a seasonal breakdown:

Summers (June - Aug): Warm and delightful. Typical daytime highs range 20°C to
30°C, occasionally hitting low 30s on hot days[73]. Evenings are cooler (15-20°C).
There’s usually a nice ocean breeze; by the water it can feel cooler, inland fields
warmer. Humidity is moderate (some July days can be humid, but it’s not as
tropical as say, southern Ontario). Summer is also the driest and sunniest season,
though thunderstorms can roll through occasionally. Importantly, water
temperatures in July/Aug reach ~20°C (68°F) on north shore beaches, making
swimming quite pleasant — hence the claim of warmest waters north of the
Carolinas[73]. You’ll need summer wear, but also a light jacket for the odd cool
evening orif out on a boat.


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=often%20see%20the%20red%20sandstone,a%20hallmark%20of%20Island%20scenery
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=often%20see%20the%20red%20sandstone,a%20hallmark%20of%20Island%20scenery
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=The%20Island%20is%205%2C620%20km2,15%20minutes%20from%20the%20beach
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=The%20geography%20of%20Prince%20Edward,a%20hallmark%20of%20Island%20scenery
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=The%20geography%20of%20Prince%20Edward,a%20hallmark%20of%20Island%20scenery
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/key-facts-about-prince-edward-island#:~:text=Cities%3A
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/key-facts-about-prince-edward-island#:~:text=Cities%3A
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/executive-council-office/island-geography#:~:text=over%201%2C100%20km%20of%20shoreline%2C,15%20minutes%20from%20the%20beach
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/pei-climate-and-weather#:~:text=Most%20PEI%20residents%20will%20tell,waters%20north%20of%20the%20Carolinas
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/pei-climate-and-weather#:~:text=Most%20PEI%20residents%20will%20tell,waters%20north%20of%20the%20Carolinas

Autumn (Sept - Nov): Fall starts with beautiful mild weather — September often still
has many beach-worthy days in the low 20s °C. October brings crisp air: highs
about 10-15°C, lows near freezing by late fall. The fall foliage in October is stunning
—mapsles turn bright red and orange[74]. Fall can be one of the most pleasant
seasons - great for hiking, farming communities are harvesting (lots of fall fairs,
apple picking etc.). By November it cools significantly and you might see the first
snow flurries. Layered clothing is key in fall; you might wear a t-shirt at noon and a
sweater by 4 pm.

Winter (Dec — Mar): Winters are cold but not extreme by Canadian standards.
Average temperatures in January (coldest month) are about -7°C (19°F) in the day,
and can drop to -15°C (5°F) at night. However, wind chill from those coastal winds
can make it feel like -20s°C on some days[76]. Snowfall is significant: an average of
~290 cm of show (9.5 feet) falls per winter[75]. It typically starts snowingin late
Nov/Dec and snow cover lasts until late March. PEI often gets a mid-winter thaw too
where some snow melts. Occasionally, large snowstorms (nor’easters) can dump
30+ cmin a day - during such storms, it’s common to have a “snow day” where
schools and many businesses close until roads are cleared[90]. Coastal storms can
also bring high winds. On rare occasions, PEIl might face blizzard conditions or even
the tail-end of a hurricane (post-tropical storm) in early fall, as happened with
Hurricane Fiona in 2022. Such events are infrequent but something to be aware of
(homes and infrastructure are built to handle harsh weather, and the community is
quick to recover and support each other when big storms hit). Overall, winteris a
cozy time - you’ll need a good winter coat, boots, gloves, and toque (hat). Islanders
make the best of it with winter sports and cozy gatherings.

Spring (Apr — May): Springis a bit of a slow starter in PEI. April can still feel chilly
(single-digit temperatures, and sometimes a late snowfall). By May, the weather
turns milder, around 10-20°C. Spring is the season of red mud - as the snow melts,
the red soil can be mucky, so rubber boots are a common footwear until things dry
up. Butit’s also a joyous time as fields turn green, wildflowers bloom, and everyone
is eager to get outside after winter. Pack a raincoat for spring; some of the annual
rainfall comes as April showers.

Overall, PEI’s climate is milder than much of inland Canada (warmer winters than the
prairies, cooler summers than central Canada). It’s often compared to northern New
England or coastal Atlantic Europe. It’s important to note the length of daylight varies:
very long days in June (light until 9:30-10 pm) and very short in December (dark by 4:30
pm), which is typical at this latitude.

Local Laws and Governance: Prince Edward Island, as a province, has its own
government and laws, but these mostly align with Canadian norms. Here are a few
specifics that newcomers should know:

Political Structure: PEIl has a provincial government (with a Premier and legislature
in Charlottetown) and is divided into municipalities (cities, towns, rural
municipalities) each with local councils. As a resident, you’ll be under both
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municipal bylaws and provincial laws. Voting in municipal and provincial elections
is available to Canadian citizens residing in PEIl (permanent residents can vote
municipally in some jurisdictions after a period, but not provincially or federally
until citizenship).

Legal System: It’s the standard Canadian legal system — common law jurisdiction.
Laws on things like tenancy, labor, business, etc., will be familiar if you’ve lived
elsewhere in Canada, with minor differences. For instance, residential tenancy
laws in PEl require typically 1 month notice for ending month-to-month leases,
damage deposits are capped at one month’s rent, and there is rent increase control
(landlords must follow guidelines or get permission for rent increases). The drinking
age is 19 (like most provinces), and alcohol is sold in provincially regulated liquor
stores (PEI Liquor Commission outlets) — so you won’t find beer in grocery stores
here. PEl was actually historically a “dry” province long ago, and even up until the
1990s had some restrictive Sunday shopping laws, but today those have
modernized (stores can open Sundays, etc.).

Land Ownership Law: As mentioned in the housing section, one unique law is the
Lands Protection Act limits on land holdings to prevent too much land being
bought up by non-residents or large corps. If you plan to buy a big property, ensure
compliance: individuals max 1,000 acres, corporations 3,000 acres, and IRAC
approval needed if a purchase exceeds 5 acres or 165 feet shoreline for any non-
resident[14]. This is fairly unique to PEI (other provinces don’t have such strict
limits), stemming from Islanders’ desire to preserve land for locals and keep
agriculture and shorelines accessible.

Traffic and Safety Laws: We’ve covered driving rules in transportation. One
addition: all motorcyclists must also wear helmets, and wearing seatbelts is of
course mandatory. Firearms ownership is not very common in PEI except for
hunting; it’s subject to federal Canadian regulations (licensing, etc.). Hunting and
fishing licenses are required if you plan to do those activities — and there are defined
seasons (e.g., autumn for deer hunting, and different seasons for fishing trout vs
deep-sea fishing).

Health & Education: It’s provincial law that children attend school from ages 5-16
(with options for homeschooling if registered). Healthcare in PEl is governed by the
Health Services Act — as a resident with a health card, you are entitled by law to
medically necessary services. There is also a Patients’ Bill of Rights so you can
expect certain standards in healthcare[91].

Taxes and Fees: Provincial sales tax (HST) is 15%. If you buy property, there’s a
one-time transfer tax (1% of value). Property tax is annual; rates differ but as a
rough idea, maybe around $1.50 to $1.80 per $100 of assessed value for residential
property in city areas (lower outside). There’s no provincial capital gains or estate
tax —those are handled federally. One interesting thing: there’s a toll on the
Confederation Bridge when leaving (as mentioned), but no other tolls — PEl’s
highways are free, and even provincial parks have modest entry fees only in
summer.
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e Safety and Policing: Policing in PEl is provided by the RCMP in rural areas and city
police in Charlottetown, Summerside, and some towns. Crime rates are very low;
it’s one of the safest places in Canada. Still, normal laws apply —e.g., impaired
driving will get you in serious trouble (PEl has among the strictest impaired driving
suspensions), and things like recreational cannabis are legal Canada-wide (age 19+
in PEI, only sold at PEI Cannabis stores). The community approach to safety means
things like neighborhood watch are more informal — people know their neighbors.
It’s not unusual in some areas for folks to leave doors unlocked (though as a
newcomer you might not be used to that!). Nevertheless, it’s always wise to follow
standard safety practices.

e Environmental Regulations: If you’re coming from abroad, you might not know that
PEIl has banned certain things like plastic shopping bags and has strict waste
sorting (blue bag recyclables, green bin compost, etc.). Open burning of trash is
illegal, and there are regulations to protect waterways (e.g., no chemical spraying
near streams). The coastline is public below the high-water mark, meaning all
beaches up to that point are accessible to everyone, even if private land is adjacent
— practically, this means you can walk along almost any beach freely, which is
wonderful.

In essence, PEl’s laws are designed to preserve its way of life and environment, and as
a newcomer you’ll likely find them reasonable and easy to adapt to. The province provides
a Welcome to PEI guide (often through IRSA or online) summarizing a lot of practical things
like how to register a car, how to get a fishing license, etc., which can be very handy.

In conclusion, relocating to Prince Edward Island offers the chance to become part of a
truly special community. You’ll find an island province brimming with natural beauty,
steeped in culture and history, yet forward-looking and embracing of newcomers. The
housing is affordable, the cost of living manageable, the economy diversifying, and
services like healthcare and education are high quality. Life moves at a gentler pace here -
you’ll have time to enjoy the sunsets and the company of neighbors. Whether you’re
looking to raise a family in a safe environment, start a new business venture, or retire by
the sea, PEl welcomes you with open arms and a helping hand. Many who move here
quickly feel they’ve always belonged. We hope this guide has given you a comprehensive
picture of what to expect and how to make the most of your new beginning on Prince
Edward Island. Safe travels, and welcome to the Island!

Sources: Connected official information and statistics were referenced throughout this
guide to ensure accuracy and timeliness. Key sources include the Government of Prince
Edward Island’s official portal for new residents[1][2][14], current population and
migration reports[82][84], the PEIl government’s economic indicators[92][18], housing and
cost data from industry and government reports[4][3], and provincial resources on health,
education, and services[44][37][53], among others. These provide a credible foundation for
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the information presented, and interested readers can consult the cited lines for more
details. Enjoy your new adventure in PEI! [2][72]
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